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Abstract 

In 1968 MacDonald foresaw the possibility that in the future the military might 
develop the means to trigger earthquakes: “The key to geophysical warfare is the 
identification of the environmental instabilities to which the addition of a small 
amount of energy would release vastly greater amounts of energy.” In 1997, U.S. 
Secretary of Defense William Cohen confirmed military involvement in such 
activities. In 2002, the 90 deputies of the Russian State Duma warned the United 
Nations that Americans were experimenting with a new geophysical weapon and 
demanded an international ban. The United States, Norway and other nations 
possess electromagnetic “ionosphere heaters” that are capable of triggering 
earthquakes. On February 6, 2023, a powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake occurred 
in southern Turkey near the northern border of Syria, followed by another 
earthquake and aftershocks that devastated parts of Turkey and Syria, with the 
death toll reportedly exceeding 55,100, the majority being women and children, 
many more injuries, and an estimated 1.5 million people made homeless. Real and 
fake news reports before and immediately following the event, together with 
scientific facts and circumstances described here, warrant a full, thorough, and 
complete investigation by the International Criminal Court of our allegations that 
said February 6, 2023 earthquake was deliberately triggered and constitutes war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. 

 
ALLEGATIONS OF CRIMES: INTRODUCTION 

In 1968 MacDonald [1] foresaw the possibility that in the future the world’s militaries might 
develop the means to trigger on-demand covert environmental modifications to cause storms, 
floods, droughts, earthquakes, and tidal waves. As he explained: 
 
“The key to geophysical warfare is the identification of the environmental instabilities to which 
the addition of a small amount of energy would release vastly greater amounts of energy.” 
 
As reviewed [2], MacDonald [1] discussed purposefully triggering instabilities in such large-
scale natural systems as the weather, the climate, the oceans, and the human brain, including 



 
 

 

169 

Herndon, J. M., Whiteside, M., & Baldwin, I. (2023). Open Letter to the International Criminal Court Alleging War Crimes and Crimes Against 
Humanity for Intentional Triggering the February 6, 2023 Earthquake in the Republic of Türkiye. Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal, 10(3). 
168-179. 

URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.14738/assrj.103.14290 

such phenomena as hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunamis for use in warfare. He was aware, 
considering the limitations of geophysical understanding, that one should also anticipate 
unforeseen adverse consequences that could arise from deliberately disturbing complex 
natural systems that have unknown “tipping points.”  
 
In 1997, U.S. Secretary of Defense William Cohen confirmed military involvement in just the 
activities Macdonald had predicted as evidenced by Cohen’s direct statement [3]:  
 
“Others are engaging…in an eco-type terrorism whereby they can alter the climate, set off 
earthquakes, [and] volcanoes remotely through the use of electromagnetic waves…. It’s real, 
and that’s the reason why we have to intensify our efforts.” 
 
An unclassified final document of findings and determinations signed by 90 deputies, released 
by the Russian State Duma in 2002, and sent to President Putin, the United Nations, and others 
warned that Americans were experimenting with a new type of geophysical weapon without 
international control, referred to as HAARP, the acronym for High Frequency Active Auroral 
Research Program [4]. The signatories demanded that an international ban be placed on such 
large-scale geophysical experiments. 
 
In 2011, an email from Jacob J. (Jake) Sullivan (now National Security Advisor to the Biden 
Administration) to then Secretary of State Hillary Clinton [5] indicates that the time of a 6.3 
magnitude earthquake in New Zealand was known in advance and provides compelling 
evidence that the earthquake was deliberately triggered: 
  
From: Sullivan, Jacob J SullivanJJ@state.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 7:35 PM 
To: H; Mills, Cheryl D; Abedin, Hume; Reines, Philippe I  
Subject: Fw: 6.3 magnitude earthquake in Christchurch, New Zealand 
And on cue... [emphasis added] 
 
That earthquake occurred at a depth of 5.9 km, later estimated to be magnitude 6.1. There were 
185 deaths as a result of the earthquake, and 6,659 major injuries (in the first 24 hours) [6]. A 
delegation of 9 U.S. Congressmen departed the city before the quake occurred [7]. 
 
On February 6, 2023, a powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake occurred in southern Turkey near 
the northern border of Syria. This earthquake was followed about 9 hours later by a 7.5 
magnitude earthquake approximately 90 km to the north [8]. These earthquakes and 
aftershocks devastated parts of Turkey and Syria with the death toll reportedly exceeding 
55,100, the majority being women and children [9-11], and an estimated 1.5 million people 
made homeless [12] (Figure 1). News reports before and immediately following the event, 
together with scientific facts and circumstances presented below, warrant a full, thorough, and 
complete investigation by the International Criminal Court of our allegation that the said 
February 6, 2023 earthquake was deliberately triggered and constitutes war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. 
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Figure 1. Scenes of damage from the February 6, 2023 earthquake in Turkey. 

 
METHOD AND MEANS FOR TRIGGERING EARTHQUAKES 

Rocks under stress beginning to fracture generate electromagnetic radiation [13-16]. So, it is 
also with earthquakes [17-19]. 
 
Earthquakes result from the catastrophic release of stress that had developed as tectonic plates 
grated together. Numerous studies, e.g. [14, 17-23], have documented that, as earthquakes are 
about to occur, electromagnetic radiation is produced at ultra low frequencies (ULF, <3 Hz), 
extremely low frequencies (ELF, 3-3000 Hz), and very low frequencies (VLF, 3-30 kHz). As 
electromagnetic radiation, observed as earthquakes are about to occur [14, 17-23], is observed 
at or above the surface, demonstrates that electromagnetic radiation of said frequencies can 
travel through the ground to the depth at which some earthquakes occur. The specific 
mechanism is yet unknown, but presumably involves micro-fractures forming a resonant cavity 
or antenna. 
 
A radiation producing resonant device will absorb energy from an external energy source at 
the same resonant frequency. A vibrating tuning fork will initiate vibrations in a nearby 
identical tuning fork. Thumping or circling the rim of a crystal glass with a moist finger will 
cause a crystal glass to resonate in the audio frequency range; a singer’s voice at its resonant 
frequency will cause a crystal glass likewise to resonate and even to shatter [24]. A radio 
frequency circuit tuned to the frequency of external electromagnetic radiation will absorb 
energy from external electromagnetic radiation of the same frequency [25]. The same general 
principle applies to the electromagnetic radiation producing resonance of highly-stressed fault 
lines in the Earth’s crust. 
 
Without ambiguity it follows that ULF/ELF/VLF electromagnetic radiation of the appropriate 
range of frequencies, applied to a highly stressed, unstable junction of tectonic plates, can 
trigger an earthquake. 
 
The ULF/ELF/VLF electromagnetic radiation produced in the early stages of earthquake 
formation has been observed by satellites [14, 17-23], evidence that said radiation propagates 
in the Earth-ionosphere waveguide [26]. Significantly, ULF/ELF/VLF electromagnetic radiation 
produced by modulated high-frequency electromagnetic heating of the ionosphere [27-30] 
with HAARP or similar ionospheric heaters such as Tromsø in Norway [31], can be steered [32, 
33] and can travel thousands of kilometers in the Earth-ionosphere waveguide [34-37] to reach 
a point of geophysical seismic instability to trigger an earthquake [38-40]. 



 
 

 

171 

Herndon, J. M., Whiteside, M., & Baldwin, I. (2023). Open Letter to the International Criminal Court Alleging War Crimes and Crimes Against 
Humanity for Intentional Triggering the February 6, 2023 Earthquake in the Republic of Türkiye. Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal, 10(3). 
168-179. 

URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.14738/assrj.103.14290 

Figure 2 (left) shows the HAARP ionospheric heater in Gakona, Alaska (USA). Its 180 units are 
capable of producing a total radiated power level of 3.6 MW with an effected radiated power of 
approximately 575 MW [36, 41]. Figure 2 (right) shows one of the other ionosphere heaters, 
this one in Tromsø, Norway, with an effective radiated power of 300 MW [29, 31, 42] which, 
like HAARP, is capable of triggering earthquakes [38-40]. 
 

 
Figure 2. Left: High Frequency Active Auroral Research Program (HAARP) facility in Gakona, 

Alaska (USA). Right: Norwegian Tromsø ionosphere heating facility. 

 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE 

A February 3, 2023 Aljazeera report, three days before the earthquake in Turkey, stated [43]: 
 
“Earlier this week nine Western nations either closed down their consulates in Istanbul or 
issued travel warnings to citizens visiting Turkey, citing security threats…. Turkey says 
Western nations, including the United States and Germany, have not given it any information 
to back up their assertions that security threats had prompted them to close their missions in 
the country…. The measures angered Turkey, which on Thursday summoned the countries’ 
ambassadors in protest…. ‘they say there is a terror threat … But when we ask what the source 
of information was and who the perpetrators of such attacks might be, they did not share any 
information with our intelligence and security authorities,’ Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu said… and ‘We have the information that some countries asked others to shut their 
consulates.’”  
 
As reported February 14, 2023 [44]: “According to Romanian Senator Diana Ivanovici Șoșoacă, 
[the] earthquake in Turkey and Syria was caused by the U.S.”  
 
Speaking before the Romanian Parliament two days after the earthquake [45], the Senator 
observed: 

• 24 hours before the earthquake, 10 Western countries recalled their ambassadors from 
Ankara. 

• 5 days before the earthquake, several Western countries, including Romania, issued a 
travel warning to Turkey without providing a motivation. 

• One minute before seismographers detected the earthquake, Turkish gas and oil 
pipelines were shut down. (This is the only assertion unverified by [44]) 

 
Further evidence that at least the first of the February 6, 2023 earthquakes were deliberately 
triggered is the speed with which disinformation sources swung into action to deceive the 
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public by providing false and/or misleading opinions, totally devoid of scientific basis, 
frequently targeting news sources as “conspiracy theorists” [46-50]. Mick West is well-known 
for disseminating false information related to Deep State covert activities [51, 52], such as the 
covert widespread jet-spraying of toxic particulates into the air we breathe, aka chemtrails [53-
55], destruction of the World Trade Center towers [56-58], and activities of the Central 
Intelligence Agency [59, 60]. Mick West reportedly stated that HAARP “can only affect a small 
amount of the air above it” [61]. West’s illustration from [62] is shown in Figure 3a. Contrast 
his Figure 3a deceptive caption, “This is roughly the extent of HAARP effect. It heats the 
ionosphere about 70km above the ground directly above its Alaska location” to the fact that 
scientists acknowledge and illustrate in the peer-reviewed scientific literature that 
electromagnetic waves produced by HAARP and other ionosphere heaters “can travel 
thousands of kilometers” [34-37], illustrated in Figure 3b from [37] and in Figure 3c from [36]. 
 

 
Figure 3. a) Mick West’s disinformation graphic contrasted to peer-reviewed, scientific 
graphics b) and c) showing that electromagnetic waves produced by HAARP and other 

ionosphere heaters can travel “thousands of kilometers”. 
 

MOTIVES, OPPORTUNITY, AND PREDISPOSITION 
Some potential motives for punishing Turkey by using the earthquake-triggering geophysical 
weapon include the following as described [63, 64] with references: 

• Turkey is blocking Sweden’s and Finland’s membership in NATO. 
• Today Turkey supports Russia in the same way as China, supplying Russia with spare 

parts, including re-exporting equipment from the U.S. to Russian firms targeted by 
coercive measures unilaterally imposed by Washington. 

• Turkey dismissed Brian Nelson, U.S. Treasury Under Secretary for terrorism and 
financial intelligence, who demanded an end to Turkey’s exports to Russia and to 
Turkey’s opposition to Sweden’s accession to NATO. 

 
Jacob J. (Jake) Sullivan, current National Security Advisor to the Biden Administration, 
participated in the allegedly triggered 2011 earthquake in Christchurch, New Zealand as 
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documented in his email to Hillary Clinton [5] and therefore was fully cognizant of the means, 
and potential method for triggering the February 6, 2023 Turkey earthquake. 
 
Moreover, according to Seymour Hersh [65], Jake Sullivan was directly involved in planning the 
eco-terrorism attack on the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines allegedly perpetrated by the United 
States and Norway. In that capacity, we allege, Jake Sullivan had the position, predisposition, 
and opportunity to plan, with other high U.S. officials, an operation to deliberately trigger the 
February 6, 2023 Turkey earthquake by using ionosphere heaters located in the U.S. and/or in 
Norway (or elsewhere). 
 

ALLEGED FIRST INSTANCE OF WAR CRIMES 
Amid contradictory assertions by European leaders [66], it is important to delineate 
unambiguously the political alliances related to the current geopolitical situation. At the end of 
World War II, the United States, at the time the world’s most powerful military force, together 
with subservient Western European nations, forged a combined political, economic, and 
military domination over much of the world. Western hegemony was aided and abetted by the 
formation of the Central Intelligence Agency in 1947 and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) in 1949.  
 
Independently arising, by-invitation-only, globalist organizations such as the Bilderberg Group 
in 1954 [67], the Trilateral Commission in 1973 [68], and the World Economic Forum (WEF), 
founded in 1971, directly influence global agendas. The WEF promotes the idea that a 
globalized world is best managed by a self-selected coalition of multinational corporations, 
governments, and civil organizations [69]. Moreover, secret unelected globalist operatives, 
sometimes referred to as Deep State, have for decades been involved in planetary treason, 
activities that are causing catastrophic harm to Earth’s systems [70-72]. 
 
The coup d’etat in Kiev, Ukraine on February 22, 2014, has been referred to as the “most blatant 
coup in the history of mankind” and “was organized with the support of Western services and 
proto-fascists” [73]. Since that time, the murder of some 14,000 Russian-speaking Ukrainians 
and the suppression of their language and cultural values by the corrupt Ukrainian Neo-nazi 
regime precipitated Russia’s Special De-Nazification Operation on February 24, 2022 [74, 75]. 
On December 7, 2022, German ex-Chancellor Angela Merkel revealed that in 2014, the Minsk 
agreements were a ruse aimed at giving Ukraine time to prepare for war with NATO’s support 
[76, 77]. The U.S. and other NATO countries have supplied vast amounts of money, 
sophisticated military equipment, and intelligence to Ukraine to fight Russia [78, 79]. 
Nevertheless, some NATO members deny being at war with Russia [66]. 
 
On January 24, 2023, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock clearly stated to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe: “We are fighting a war against Russia” [80]. 
Baerbock’s admission is important/relevant in light of the attack that destroyed the Nord 
Stream 1 and 2 natural gas pipelines on September 26, 2022. 
 
According to world-renowned investigative journalist Seymour Hersh [81], the United States 
and Norway were responsible for the attack on the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines [65]. The 
United States and Norway, NATO members, not only attacked Russia, the majority owner of the 
pipelines, but attacked other NATO members who own 49% of the pipelines. The Russian 
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company Gasprom owns a 51% share of the pipeline project, two German companies together 
own 31%, and a Dutch company and a French company each own a 9% share [82]. 
 
For their reported attack on the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines, we allege that the United States 
and Norway committed war crimes, specifically, as described by the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court [83]: Article 8 (2) (a) (iii) War crime of causing great suffering; 
Article 8 (2) (b) (ii) War crime of attacking civilian objects; and Article 8 (2) (e) (xii) War crime 
of destroying or seizing the enemy’s property. 
 
Note: Although neither the United States nor Russia is a State Party to the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court, France, Germany, the Netherlands, and Norway are State Parties 
to the Rome Statute [84]. 
 
The alleged attack on the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines [65] shows that the United States and 
its NATO allies are sufficiently devoid of moral humanitarian values as to be morally capable –
not just technically capable – of deliberately triggering the February 6, 2023 earthquake in 
Turkey. That earthquake, along with the second 9 hours later and with aftershocks, resulted in 
more than 55,100 deaths in Turkey and Syria, the majority being women and children [9, 10]. 
 

ALLEGED SECOND INSTANCE OF WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 
Although the alleged triggering of the February 6, 2023 Turkey earthquake was conducted in 
secret, the evidence presented here points to the United States and Norway, both having the 
means, motives, opportunity, and predisposition, as the primary perpetrators. We allege as 
many as 10 Western nations were complicit, that is, they had foreknowledge of the planned 
geophysical destruction of tens of thousands of human beings when they recalled their 
ambassadors from Ankara before the earthquake, but failed to warn humanity or otherwise 
halt the alleged deliberate triggering of the earthquake [44]. We allege as many as five Western 
nations were complicit, including Romania, by issuing travel warnings without specifying the 
reason for such warnings [44]. These Western nations, we allege, are participants in the 
following war crimes and crimes against humanity: Article 7 (1) (k) Crime against humanity of 
other inhumane acts; Article 8 (2) (a) (iii) War crime of causing great suffering; Article 8 (2) (b) 
(ii) War crime of attacking civilian objects; and Article 8 (2) (e) (xii) War crime of destroying or 
seizing the enemy’s property. Many of these Western nations, including Norway and Romania, 
are State Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court [84]. 
 

JURISDICTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT 
We respectfully request that the International Criminal Court, under authority of Article 53 of 
the Rome Statute [83], initiate a full, thorough, and complete investigation of the allegations 
presented herein. 
 
The seriousness of these allegations should not be minimized. Among the more than 55,100 
who died in Turkey and Syria [9, 10], the majority were women and children; an even larger 
number of innocent human beings were seriously injured and an estimated 1.5 million people 
were made homeless [85]. Investigation and concomitant prosecution should not be only 
reserved for national leaders, but should comprise a wide net of individuals involved in making 
such an undeclared, illegal, and clandestine act of war possible: including high-level scientists, 
civilian, government and military officials, disinformation agents and their managers, and 
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diplomats, all of whom allegedly aided and abetted the alleged triggering of the February 6, 
2023 Turkey earthquake. 
 
We have presented allegations and evidence of at least two instances of deliberately triggered 
earthquakes, Christchurch, New Zealand in 2011 and the other in southern Turkey that 
extended into northern Syria in 2023. It would be naïve to assume that these are the only two 
instances of covert geophysical warfare on innocent populations involving ionosphere heaters. 
In fact, there have been allegations of other triggered earthquakes [86-94], the veracity of which 
we cannot attest. In 2002, 90 deputies of the Russian State Duma demanded an international 
ban on geophysical experiments, and expressed concern for the development of the 
ionosphere-heater weapon in Alaska (USA), Norway, and Greenland noting [4]: 
 
“The significance of this qualitative leap could be compared to the transition from cold steel to 
fire arms, or from conventional weapons to nuclear weapons. This new type of weapons differs 
from previous types in that the near-Earth medium becomes at once an object of direct 
influence and its component.”  
 
In addition to our request for an in-depth comprehensive investigation with concomitant 
prosecutions, we respectfully request the International Criminal Court to include full public 
disclosure of mankind’s present geophysical scientific and technological capacity to modify 
Earth’s natural processes so as to cause them to become weapons of war. 
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